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"The Lucky Number" Chicago

"Park West" Chicago, with Iggy Pop

"Holiday Ballroom" Chicago, with Iggy Pop

"Zeros" Fort Worth, Texas

"Lawrence Opera House" with Get Smart

Opened for "The Fall" at Destinations, Oklahoma City.

"Off The Wall Hall, Lawrence, Ks.

"Rock Therapy", a record stere opening in Kansas City.

"Music Box", Kansas City.

"Flatiron Artist's Cooperative", Wichita, where "Subtle Communicatien
of Chicago, made a performance videotape.

"Tuts", Chicago, which was a split bill with William Burroughs, the
author, and John Giorno, the poet.

"Waves", Chicago

"Gaspars", Chicago

"Off The Wall Hall} Lawrence, Kansas

"Destinations", Oklahoma City

"Socner Sound Lab", Oklahoma City, record five song EP.

"Suds", Wichita : _

"Off The Wall Hall", Lawrence, Ks,.

"Downliners", ' 'Kansas City. .

“Wichita State University" Art Department Party

"Hobos", Wichita

"Off The Wall Hall, Lawrence, Ks.

"Downliners", Kansas City.

"Lake Afton", Goddard, Kansas, benefit concert for Boys Reform Schoe)

"Blue Grotto", Tulsa, Oklahoma ’

"Pogos", Wichita

"The Embarrassment" 45 single released, with subsequent airplay in
the midwest, California, New York, Boston, Illinois, Ohio,
Austrailia and Spain.

"Andy's Club", Kansas City.

"The Spot", Wichita bar where The Embarrassment broke beer sales g

record and has continued to play there regularly. qsmkwf
Opened for "Jochn Cale" concert, Cains Ballroom, Tulsa, Oklahoma.
"Lake Afton", Goddard, Kansas 4

"Kansas State Industrial Reformatory", benefit concert for inmates
"The Cedar", Wichita, a college bar where The Embarrassment has ‘'
become a regular attraction.
"The Cellar", Winfield, Ks.
"Wichita State University", ballroom
"Wichita State University" Ampthitheater
"Housewrecking Party", Wichita ¥
"KMUW" radio station‘ live concert LRy
"Clay Lohman studio", downtown Wichita . R
"Alternate Gallery, opening, downtown Wichita TR
"All of the Above", conceptual art event, Wichita '
Loft party in downtown Wichita
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from Wichita, Cynykyl Records booie with 21 1.D.

THE EM BARRASSMENT Bob "nghteous' Rudnick—M.C. |

' Tlckets $9.00 Advance General Admlsslon Showtime: 8:30 PM+ FREE PARK]NG
at all Sounds Goods, Wax Trax, Vintage Vinyl (Evanston) Round Records, |

Apple Tree Records (Eigin, DeKalb, Rockford) Hegewisch Records (Cal. City) '

Rolling Stone Records, (Downtown only),Val's Halla (Ock Park). & Tuts. * Plllad
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B, roxocecions s, 4773365 283-9040 ,;ii?f{ :

f\"RODUCT'ON * HOLIDAY BALLROOM + 4847 N. Milwaukee (at Lawrence) < Chicago 7 i
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WJKL WELCOMES .

from \fﬂphl!o. S:ynykvl Recor;is’
THE EMBARRASSMENT"
and Chicago's

DAVID & THE HAPPENINGS

Friday, Aug. 14,18
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LUMITED TICKETS
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August 14, 1981 15

Thurs., Aug. 20
Fun & Furious

~TheFast .

. plus: From Lawrence, Kansas
. dance music for thinking people:

Get Smart

Fri & Sat, Aug. 21 & 22
Arista Records’

"The A’s

plus: Special Guests

A Tonight Only!
Fri., Aug 14
All Ages—One Show Only

Iggy Pop.

Embarxrrlgiessment

plus Special Guests
The place to be as featured
in August lllinois
Entertainer. ..

Holiday
Ballroom

4847 N. Milwaukee. Get tix
now. See separate ad in this
section. Call TUTS for info.
COMING FRIL, AUG. 28
All Ages Show “Summertime
) Las: Blast”
The Kind/Scraps/Rampagy
COMING SEPT. 19
Echo & the
Bunnymen/Bush Tetras/
Romeo Void.

COMING: From Australia: The
Swingers; Aug. 24 Local Motion
Fashion Show & Beneflit; Aug.
25 Killing Joke; Aug. 26 Alley
Cats: Aug. 27 Nathan-Coates
Party/Schrapnel; Aug. 28 The
Reason; Sept. 5 Revillos; Sept.
12 Bush Tetras. :

[ WINADATE WITH DALE!
. Enter Now — Fun Galore in Store!
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S Meet THE COMBARRAIDIMSHNT

FROM CHICAGO'S "COOLEST RETARD"-June '81

The Embarrassment were in town recently to do a gig
with William Burroughs. If that sounds ctrange, you chould
go see the group. A four piece from Wichita, Kansas-the
Embarrassment are singular proof that good modern music
can come from anywhere. To say that I was slightly suprised
to finc¢ out how much I liked their sumrise package (a tape
of their forthcoming e.p.) is a tremendous understatement.
Often such nackages unveal a handful half assed kids
dreaming about being rock stars with no interest in the
rusic other than an angle to have peonle notice them at
cocktail parties. The Emharrassment strength is not in
their hair-styles or vanguard threads thev stran on, but
the stregth,of their music. The songs thev write have
such a stong internal wealth. So stronz that thev don't .
have a hombastic approach in presenting them. For comnarisons,
I would say thev are to America; as what the new Scottish
croups are for the Briticsh scene. They have a knack at
picking out esoteric tonics and yet getting at a broader
message. Elizabeth  Montgomery's Face origin was when one
of the -lembers was watching a davtime game with old Pewitched
babe trving to win prizes for middle americans. He noticed
at the time how poorly she had aged, and wrote a sony about
it. lowver the song gives the listenzr a sharp view into
beaufy and its evential agins. Celebrity Art Party and I'n
a Don Juan, noke fun at our very own social circles.
Other prestigeous gigs include a maximum security state
prison in Kansas. They claimed it waz fun to have spithalls,
Baner clips and pocket combs thrown at them. DBut had to watch
out for the sharnened snoons. The embarrassrent will be in
town ¢n June 1llth, at Tuts. It will be an excellent
onportunitv to see and supnort exczllent new music. Sec
you there!

PHoTos: GAL PHILLIPS




The Embarrassment Patio Sel/
Sex Drive (Big Time)

Well, it's finally happening again,

after a long period of relative inac-
tivity. All across America, in places
so small they aren't even desig-
nated on atlases, brilliant unknown
bands are forming and practicing
in garages, hoping for the day
when they will achieve critical rec-
ognition or, perhaps, not caring al
all and doing it solely for their own
enjoyment. Usually they go un-
heard, but occasionally they ac-
tually manage to release material
upon an unappreciative  world

. locked into its own conventions.
The Embarrassment from Wichita, -
Kansas, are one such group, and
they pul most of the bands found
in traditional music capitals like
NYC. LA, San Francisco and Bos-
ton to shame. This record is the
kind that could never be made in a
hipper place aware of current
trends, and it's a goddamn master-
piece. It's got imaginative, uptem-
po songs with obtuse yet clever
lyrics, potent but fuid guitar play-
ing, a taut bass-heavy rhythm sec-
tion and multipart chorus harmon-
ies that remind me of the psyche-
delic-period Pretty Things (cf SF
Sorrow and Parachute). | wish |
could better describe their materi-
al and more adequately convey its
extraordinary quality, but don't let
my shortcomings as a reviewer:
discourage you. Just go and buy
this record immediately if you
know what's good for you. Single
of the Month, no doubt about that. »
Don't get disillusioned, guys,
somebody out here appreciates
you.

N E :—Jﬂff Bale
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3 The Embarrassment

One of the hottest and nastiest
new /wavers to force themselves on the

local music scene today are The Embar- °

rassment. Hailing from Wichita, Kan-
sas, .of all places, their single “Sex
Drive” Is the whitest hottest tune to hit
my ears in a month, nay, year of Sun-
days, "
Disrobing the pretenses of American
automotive culture, “Sex Drive” ex-
poses the truly sick tradition of crulsing
for pleasure, all egos wrapped neatly In-
to the shiny package of an automobile.
Support your local Embarrassment.
Once they get their break in the music
biz, there will be no stopping them.
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Thurs., Mar, 26 .
Pucrry/Per[nrmnncc/ l
cadings by .
William S.
: Burroughs ]
B Guborof Naked Luncp, ¥
plus; poet
2] - John Giorno B
] ]
B

One Show 9

.m,
i . Cockiaj] reception fo!lowing.

Us musje by
. e
‘ = Embarrassment .

]
Fri, Mar,27 . &

A Chicago Debu, England’s

ccret Afry;

plus; M:diaon's
Pooner
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Live Iaping plys
video shooting
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the Blanks B
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The ODp

i -E'very' Moﬁiﬂ'af *
Waltey Wﬂliam_s.
B . Band L
plus on Mon., Mar 30
Ellen

i

'+« Breat sound wave

duets for voice angd
Buitar,, " _: Villagc Voice
and op Mon,, Aprit 6
New Orican:/Tcns
ock 'n’ Rl

/Wax Traxs.
hrysalis Records Present

Big Beat’s

ance Craze
sNNtans
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INDEPENDENT
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EMBARRASSMENT: PATIO SET/Sex Drive 13

< Fresh, fluid, spantanegus. Pil-inspired guitar, shoe-box drum set.
The EmbarraSSmeqtlhave come up with one of the most dynamic sounds I've
) heard all year: it's loose, it's comfortable and it's original. However,
- thoggh thg]r sound seems partly improvised and open to new boundaries,
the1r_lyr1cs are qbout as art-school as you can get (with all of the
< negqtlve connotations that that implies)..."you wenre my favorite Lawn
- chain"? C'mon guys, snap out of it' By the way, this recording has a
lot of presence. really hot. Giva thece auve 2 lietan & o —ecmme o
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mOre / Talk Talk Vol. 2 No. 13/page
The Embarrassment The Aagarnes
Live: November 21, 22, 1980 The Downliner

Kansas City, Missouri

Both bands are back again and stronger than ever. The
Embarrassment continue to grow in both quality and sound.
The four of them work well' as a whole--building tension
and building momentum. My particular favorites during
their two sets were ''Chapter Twelve" and a remake of the
Chambers Brothers classic "Time Has Come Today." The. Em-
barrassment are a band hindered by thelr geography. No-
body likes to take anything from Kansas seriously.

AND FROM THE JULY 1980 TALK TALK -

"_ . . without a doubt The Embarrassment are one of the finest
bands around and with the present musical direction they should
be recognized. Their performances of originals had me out of
my seat and dancing between the tables. Finally, near the end
of their third set, they played "Patio Set" and "Sex Drive", the
two songs from thgir first 45, and the versions surpassed the one
captured on vinyl. Yes, The Embarrassment have come into their
own and they should be proud that their hard work and talent set
them way above the majority of bands the large domestic companies
are passing off as "New Wave". Somebody should send an A&R man
down to check them out. If they do not, it is their loss.”

AND ABOUT THEIR 45, TALK TALK SAID . . .

"Both songs have a powerful driving force to them and an

b " =T Am "
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THE EMBARRASSMENT EP

CELEBRITY ART PARTY, ELIZABETH MONTGOMERY'S FACE, I'M A DON JUAN

Produced by Michael McGee and The Embarrassment
Original Lithograph by John Boyd



